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1 . MISS LILLIAN S VISIT TO OECD OFFERED SEVERAL 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE SUBJECT OF THE ROLE OF WOMEN TO 
BE RAISED IN THE CONTEXT OF THE SAHEL PROGRAM, AND IN 
THE WORK OF OECD. 

2. IN HER CALL ON THE SECRETARY GENERAL, MISS LILLIAN 
ALERTED THE SECGEN THAT SHE WOULD BE ASKING QUESTIONS 
DURING THE SAHEL BRIEFING ABOUT WHAT VARIOUS DONORS 
WERE DOING IN REGARD TO THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN THEIR RE- 
SPECIVE DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS. WE UNDERSTAND 
THAT THIS PROMPTED THE SECGEN TO INVITE GASS, DIRECTOR 

OF THE SOCIAL AFFAIRS, MANPOWER AND EDUCATION DIRECTOR 
ATE TO BE PRESENT AT THE SAHEL BRIEFING AND TO BE 
PREPARED TO MAKE A BRIEF STATEMENT ON WHAT OECD WAS 
DOING IN REGARD TO THE ROLE OF WOMEN. GASS, WHO PRE- 
FACED HIS REMARKS AS IMPROMPTU, MADE THE GENERAL 
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OBSERVATION THAT THE OECD ITSELF HAS A VERY KEEN 
INTEREST IN AND IS TRYING TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT THE 
ISSUE OF HOW TO IMPROVE PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN IN THE 
ORGANIZATION BECAUSE, AS HE NOTED, OF THEIR EDUCATION 
LEVEL AND INTEREST IN DOING MORE THAN JUST SECRETARIAL 
WORK. GASS THEN SPOKE OF THE WORK OF WP6, INCLUDING 
THE REPORT WITH PROPOSALS TO BE RELEASED SHORTLY. GASS 
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COMMENTED THAT THE ISSUE IS NOT ONLY A QUESTION OF 
FORMAL RIGHTS BUT OF DEEP-SEATED ATTITUDES OF MEMBER 
GOVERNMENTS, USING AS AN EXAMPLE THE DILEMMA GOVERN- 
MENTS FACE WITH RISING UNEMPLOYMENT WHICH IN PART IS 
CAUSED BY THE ENTRY OF WOMEN IN THE LABOR FORCE. HE 
NOTED THAT MEMBER COUNTRIES ARE PRESENTLY EXAMINING 
THE WHOLE QUESTION OF BIASES AND THE NEED FOR EQUAL 
RIGHTS IN SOCIAL SECURITY, "A VERY DEEP-SEATED PROBLEM 
AS WE ARE LEARNING IN THIS ORGANIZATION.” GASS CON- 
CLUDED WITH REFERENCE TO PROBLEMS OF OTHER GROUPS SUCH 
AS THE YOUNG, MIGRANTS, AND THE AGED, INDICATING THAT 
OECD WAS WORKING VERY HARD ON WHAT COULD BE CALLED A 
MORE FLEXIBLE SOCIETY WHERE GREATER OPPORTUNITIES WOULD 
EXST FOR WOMEN AS IN THE CASE OF EDUCATION AND EMPLOY- 
MENT. 

3. IN THE SAHEL BRIEFING, MISS LILLIAN ASKED MOST 
COUNTRY BRIEFERS IN WHAT WAYS THEIR RESPECTIVE AID 
PROGRAMS WERE ADDRESSING PROBLEMS OF WOMEN. THE U.S. 
BREFER, DAVD SHEAR, CITED A SPECIFIC PROJECT IN UPPER 
VOLTA AS ONE APPROACH, AND MME. DE LATTRE OF THE CLUB 
SECRETARIAT DESCRIBED PARTICULAR NEEDS OF WOMEN IN THE 
SAHEL. IN A BRIEF AND COLORFUL EXCHANGE WITH MISS 
LILLIAN, THE DUTCH BRIEFER, MS. BADIN GHIBJEN, INDICATED 
THAT HER GOVERNMENT'S AID PROGRAM ACROSS THE BOARD AND 
NOT LIMITED JUST TO THE SAHEL OR TO ANY SPECIFIC SECTOR, 
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PLACES EMPHASIS ON IMPROVING PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN IN 
THE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS. 

4. IN GREETING OECD EMPLOYEES, MISS LILLIAN MADE 
SPECIAL NOTE OF QUESTIONS SHE ASKED OF THE BRIEFERS 
DURINGTHE SAHEL BRIEFING AND IN REFERENCE TO OECD, 

STATED THAT SHE "HOPED THEY WOULD DO WELL FOR YOU HERE 
AS WE ARE GOING TO DO IN THE SAHEL COUNTRIES.” 

5. COMMENT: MISS LILLIAN'S REFRESHING STYLE AND 
REMARKS (WITHOUT USE OF PREPARED TALKING POINTS) 

CLEARLY UNDERSCORED THE ADMINISTRATION'S INTEREST IN 
IMPROVING THE STATUS OF WOMEN AND WILL BE HELPFUL IN 
THE MISSION S CONTINUING EFFORTS BOTH TO STRENGTHEN 
OECD'S WORK ON THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN THE ECONOMY AND TO 
GAIN GREATER EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES AND EQUALITY OF 
PENSION RIGHTS FOR WOMEN WITHIN OECD. 

SALZMAN 
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